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assignment refurbishment and extension of commercial building location Fier, 
Albania size 470 m2 GFA, 365 units client Kujtim Aziz Rexhepi, Pajtim Sali Baho 
� atus completed team Martin Sobota, Irgen Salianji, Marina Kounavi, Karolina 
Szó� kiewicz cooperation Architecs For Urbanity proje� number 1764-BCF

The plot of Bar Center in Fier, located next to our proje�  Rinia Complex on a 
central urban interse� ion and adjacent to an inner-city park, is occupied by an 
exi� ing building from the late 1990s. This building – the plinth of an unfi nished 
high-rise, which � ands at three � orey’s high – is unassuming and unfi � ing for 
this prominent location; therefore, the owners approached us, as they were 
looking to extend the building and upgrade the exi� ing fl oors. We used the 
volume of the exi� ing building as a � arting point for the design.

The addition a� ivates the upper fl oors and makes them dire� ly accessible 
from the new main square of Fier, to which the building now prominently 
orientates. The result is a � epped fi ve-� orey volume that is enclosed in a 
geometrical, ra� erized façade. This geometrical façade, in turn, is partially 
clad in semi-tran� arent golden shading sheets, which fun� ion as a screen 
again�  the sunlight, but also bring more unity to the building’s appearance. 
The volume, whose two newly added fl oors contain a publicly accessible 
roo� op bar with views over Fier, o� ers an urban topography that serves the city 
as a whole.


